
      
Avon Valley Explorers took a paddle down 
the Avon from Quidhampton to Queen 
Elizabeth Gardens - a pleasant trip for a 
Monday evening.

SS Shieldhall

On Saturday 15th June a group of 19 Scouts and 
Explorers from Sandleheath went on board SS Shieldhall 
to join in their Heritage Training Day.   The ship is 
berthed at Southampton and the group experienced a 
variety of activities on board - exploring the bridge and 
navigation systems, taking a (wet) ride in the rescue 
boat, learning how to use the fire hose and safety 
equipment, throwing a line to shore, hoisting using 
different pulleys, strapping injured patients to a stretcher 
and seeing how hot it was in the engine room.   The day 
completed with a sail around Southampton water - 
watching four cruise boats leave the docks and saying 
"hello" to each of them (only two returned our calls).   
The day was great fun and we would recommend it to 
other groups.
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There are so many great events happening in 
our District, please share your news!

Dates for Your Diary

• 3rd Ringwood's AGM/BBQ will
take place at 6.15pm, Friday 
5th July at 
Hollybush Field, Barrack Lane, 
Crow. 

Congratulations

 CSA Bronze

Thomas D. 1st Fordingbridge Cub Pack

Service Awards

Congratulations, well done and thank you for all your 
enthusiasm for the young people of NFW – 

Andy Morgan – Avon Valley Explorers – 5 years.

Chloe Hinton – 1st.Sandleheath – 5 years

Emma Reed – 1st.Fordingbridge – 5 years

David Evans – Smugglers Explorers – 10 years

Gregor Garrett – 1st.Poulner – 10 years

Paul White – Mountain Club Explorers – 10 years

Andy Banks – 1st.Poulner – 10 years

Simon Burke – 1st.Poulner – 5 years



 

District Explorers Snowdonia Trip

Two minibuses full of Explorers and Leaders from 
different Units in the District, departed Poulner for 
Betws-y-Coed on a Friday in March. Saturday 
dawned very wet and very windy (you may recall 
reports of flooding in N. Wales on the news). The 
weather restricted us to a short walk on the lower 
slopes of Moel Siabod instead of the hoped-for 
summit of Snowdon, but some resourceful 
Explorers found that the water cascading down the 
hillside could be put to good use as an aid to 
descent!

After drying out and watching the rugby, we went 
to see the well-known tourist attraction of Swallow 
Falls – spectacular in these conditions.
The weather disruption meant an early start 
Sunday morning if we were to bag Snowdon and 
still get back home at an acceptable time. 
Accordingly, Explorers were up at 05:30 and we 
started from Pen-y-Pass soon after 7 in 2 groups. 
Everyone made it to the summit and we were back 
at Poulner by 10.
Special thanks to Ben Adams for organizing the 
trip and to Paul for keeping us superbly fed.

3 Ringwood Pioneering

A group of young 3rd Ringwood Scouts put their 
pioneering skills to good use when building a 
Transporter Bridge over the stream at Linford last 
Friday. While half the Troop went off on a circular 
hike around Linford and Shobley, the other half 
set to with the ropes and poles to produce a 
crossing sturdy enough to keep any passing 
pedestrians feet dry. Although the stream was 
only an inch or two deep, most Scouts were 
already wet up to their knees by the time the 
bridge was ready for use! Still, it was good fun 
creating and clambering over it.

Thank You

Thank you everyone for the wonderful reports and photos that you have all been sending in! 

I have saved a few for our next Newsletter to allow them pride of place, especially the wonderful images 
from the Canada Themed camp held by 3rd Ringwood at Headlands, in memory of Chas. 

All reports and photos gratefully received; helenchristian@hotmail.com


